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GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

I 
 take care of two pet turtles at home: Titus and Timothy. 
They’ve lived entire lives within the boundaries of a 

small glass aquarium. They swim around in the water for 
most of the day. And then, when they don’t want to swim, 
they climb on their island to sunbathe underneath a heated 
lamp. Then, when they are done, they go back down in the 

water to swim. Sometimes, I envy their leisure, but most of the time, I wonder 
if they wonder about the world beyond the glass. One day, in a moment 
worthy of a glorious soundtrack, one of them used the other as a stepping 
stone, and with two feet on his brother’s shell and two arms inching up the 
glass, he edged his way up and pulled himself through a small empty glass 
section of the aquarium meant for the filter. Then, he fell about 3 feet down 
and landed on the fibrous carpet hair strands of the brave new world called 
my apartment.  

Every day, we live and move and breathe within an aquarium we call earth. 
Most of the time, we don’t think much about what’s beyond the box we live in, 
but what if I were to tell you, as a follower of Jesus Christ, while living, stuck 
in this life on this earth, you actually had the power to reach and change 
matters in heaven? What if I were to tell you the moment you bring people to 
come and know Jesus Christ here on earth, God throws a party in heaven? 
When you break the chains of sin and gross addictions here on earth, a 
spiritual battle is fought and won in heaven. When you decide to release 
unforgiveness, rage, and bitterness against others here on earth, the healing 
presence and power of God through His Spirit comes in to restore order and 
reconcile. Would you believe me? 

Jesus said in Matthew 16:19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Keys here is a symbol of power 
and authority. This passage is a reference to the amazing power which Jesus 
Christ gave Peter, the apostles, and the church in our mission in this world, a 
power which reaches and changes matters in the spiritual realm. I have a 
feeling you and I don’t always fully comprehend the authority and the power 
given by Jesus Christ into our hands. 

My prayer for us is that God would expand our mind and our perspective so 
that, just like my one turtle who stepped his foot out of the glass box, we too 
can to be just awestruck and humbled as we step forward together with the 
heaven-changing mission set before us here on earth.  

In Christ, 
James Chang 
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“Jambo” which means “Hello” in Swahili. For 
Vacation Bible School, the children ages 
preschool up to 5th grade, went on an exciting 
adventure exploring the Lord’s Prayer found in 
Matthew 6:9-13. 

The church was decorated and transformed into 
an African safari complete with beautiful murals, 
waterfalls, and wild animals, including two giant 
giraffes in the sanctuary. Our vision for this year 
was to reach out and build loving relationships 
with the children in our community as well as with 
the children who regularly attend Sunday School. 

To help facilitate this, we made two classes for 
most grade levels and provided better training for 
the youth and the adults. God faithfully provided 
180 volunteers; 64 of them were youth. The youth 
did an outstanding job connecting with the 
children. We had 168 children registered for VBS 
and out of that, 33 were new visitors and 11 
children that I know of, accepted Christ as their 
Lord and Savior. The kids had a great time 
watching skits, worshiping God through songs, 
learning biblical truths during class time, and 
participated in fun games and crafts; even the 
snacks were tied into the theme of VBS. 

The mission project for this year was Operation 
Safety Nets which our church partnered with 
World Vision to purchase mosquito nets to protect 
the children in Africa from the deadly disease, 
Malaria. During the week we raised $938 which 
bought 156 nets, saving 438 children. 

My heart felt gratitude to all of you who 
participated in VBS. I could not have done it 
without you. A special “thank you” to the 
awesome core team of Jody Komae, Mae 
Kuratani, Nancy Langley, Sanaye Nagami, Diane 
Wang and Linda Matsuda (who was my mentor 
and advisor). It was a quite overwhelming 
experience to see the church body working 
together or “harambe” to love and build 
relationships with children.  

Namsifu Mungu (I praise God) 
Susan Wakuta 

Childrens’ Elementary Director 
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Work Days are held every month. Thank you to our faithful volunteers for 
helping to maintain and keep our facilities in great shape. On August 7, 
they: 

- Put up 2 bulletin boards in the Nichigo room 
- Fixed a broken 8’ white table 
- Fixed the loose push bar on the 2nd floor glass door 
- Put the fire extinguisher back on the wall in the Community Hall 
- Replace light bulbs in the baptistery & outside lamps 
- Cleaned the Community Hall floor 
- Polished the sanctuary pews and replace pens and offering 

envelopes 
- Clean & sprayed rust proofing on outside door hinges 
- Put up new canopies in the courtyard. 
- Weeding 
- Repaired chairs, chair racks and table 
- Repaired cracked pew footings 

The next Work Day is Saturday, September 11, starting at 8 AM. All are 
invited to come and help, no experience necessary. Free lunch provided. 

August Work Day 

at GVBC 

August 2010 Board Report 
by Paul Hirano, O.D. 

GVBC Moderator 

H 
ello fellow GVBC’ers, 

The August board meeting was held on Tuesday, August 3. For those of you new to 
GVBC, the Board of Deacons meets once a month. During these meeting we discuss 
financial matters, plan for future events, and make decisions on anything which may affect 
our church as a whole. The Board is made up of members of our church. They are elected 
by the membership at our annual business meetings. 

This month we approved an intern seminary position for Paul Matsushima. Paul has been attending 
GVBC since childhood and many of you may know his parents: Bob and Teresa. We are excited he has 
decided to dedicate himself to full-time Christian service!  We also approved scholarships for several 
college students who are active in Christian ministry. The current sermon theme: “You might have it, but 
it’s not yours” was also discussed. 

One of our monthly topics is the financial health of the church. Just like a household budget, there are 
many things you would like to do, but realistically, you cannot do all you dream about and keep a 
balanced budget. We are always discussing how to best use the assets we have for the glory of God’s 
kingdom. We have much to be thankful for as God continues to provide for our church through your 
generous offerings and tithes. Thank you! 

One last thing on finances:  as you all know, we have a beautiful facility which is helping us spread 
God’s word to our neighborhood and the rest of the South Bay. We still have a mortgage to pay for our 
building. The campaigns to pay this debt (our Nehemiah Projects) have always had a term of a few 
years. However, the term of the mortgage is for 20 years. That is to say, once one of our Nehemiah 
giving campaigns is over, it doesn’t mean our debt is over!  In the coming months, you will be hearing 
about our next campaign to raise money to pay for our mortgage. Please prayerfully consider giving. 
Your gift will be used to pay for our building so we can more effectively “Help people discover Jesus and 
become His fully devoted followers.” 

Your brother in Christ,  
Paul S. Hirano, O.D. 
GVBC Moderator 
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Family News 

Our sincere prayers and condolences go out to: 

� Charles and Marianne Matsuda, Cindy Matsuda, Wendy and Hannah Katagi in the 

passing of Charles’ mother, Helen Matsuda, who passed away in Hawaii on 
Wednesday, August 4. 

� Denko Hirose and family in the passing of her husband, Rev. Eishi Hirose, who passed 

away on Thursday, August 5. Rev. Hirose was the senior pastor of GVBC from February 
1954 to August 1986. The memorial service will be held on Saturday, August 21 at 
11:00AM at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley is officiating. 

� Carl & Lesli Fujimoto Lou in the passing of Carl’s mother, Yuk Ha Lou, who passed 

away on August 13. 

Baby Announcement 

� Congratulations to Sammy & Sharon Lee who gave birth to a baby boy, Spencer Kenji, 
on Friday, August 13. Little Spencer was 8 lbs. 12 oz and 20½" long. He joins older 
siblings Sydney & Samuel. Proud grandparents are Richard & Keiko Imatomi. 

Letters to our family 

� To the Staff and my GVBC Family, We would like to express our deepest appreciation 
for all your support, prayers, food, gifts, and hugs during the time my husband, Gerry, 
was hospitalized and for his memorial service. There are not enough words to 
adequately express what your kindness has meant to us. We have been truly humbled 
and blessed by your kindness. Thank you again so much!  With deepest appreciation, 
Patti, Matthew, and Kevin Hatashita 

� Dear GVBC, The family of Hisako Miya would like to extend their warmest heartfelt 
thank you for the forty plus years of giving Hisa a home of worship, teaching, and 
fellowship. Hisa loved the body of believers at GVBC. The family was overwhelmed with 
the outpouring of love, support, and affection during the time of her passing. The beauty 
of the floral arrangement at the memorial service and the one delivered to her at the 
hospital helped brighten up our solemn occasion. We appreciate the generosity of all of 
those who helped set-up, clean-up, cook, and serve at Hisa’s memorial service. It is 
comforting to know so many shared in our loss. Even though we all miss her, we all 
share in the hope of Salvation through Jesus Christ and are comforted knowing our dear 
wife and mother is no longer suffering and in the presence of God. The words “thank 
you” are not enough to convey the comfort and blessing you have been to us. Love, Ken 
Miya and Amy, Carolyn, and Mark 

� Dear GVBC Family, Richard had a pacemaker operation and he is doing well. His heart 
now beats as it should and the color has returned to his cheeks. Thank you for the 
beautiful bouquet. It reminds us daily of the love and the many prayers said on his 
behalf. I especially want to thank Pastor Annette Kakimoto for her phone calls and to 
Pastor Chris Koga, for stopping by to pray with me before the operation. Alice Kimura 

� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you very much for providing us with the Christian Service 
Scholarship. It will really help us with the transition into our first year of college. We are 
very excited to be attending Cal State Long Beach in the fall. I (Sheri) will be majoring in 
Business Administration, while I (Kristi) plan to major in Communications. Thanks again 
and God bless!  Sincerely, Sheri & Kristi Shimazu 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your 
event in the subjec t line]. You can 
also contact event l eaders directly. 
WEBSITE : www.gvbc.net 

 
� Children’s Ministry 

KidZone (1st- 5t h graders), Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, 
Community Hall. Wear comfor table clothes and gym 
shoes to all events. 
�August 20:  Making ice cream 
�August 27:  Kickball/Basketball 

Contac t: Susan Wakuta, ex t. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 
� Neighborhood Prayer Outreach 

Day of Prayer: August 21 from 7:00AM to 
7:00PM, one-hour shifts, multiple people per 
shift, room 122. We will pray for the requests 
from our neighbors that were collected from the 
door-to-door walk. Sign up in the Courtyard after 
the worship services. Contact Bob Matsushima. 

� Beachcombers Friendship Night 

Thursday, August 26, 4:30—8:30PM, Community 
Hall. Invite your non-Christian friends and join us 
for a night of hula, dance, singing, hobby 
exhibits, free food such as hot dogs, chili rice, 
salads, and novelty ice cream. For the children 
we have games and crafts. Contact Cindy 
Matsuda at hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

� Classes at GVBC 
�101 Class, Sunday August 29, 12:30 — 
4:30PM. For those seeking information about 
GVBC and who would like to become a member 
and/or be baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve 
Langley and Layne Wakuta. 
�Baptisms Sunday, September 19 during both 
worship services. 
�301 Class, Sundays of August 29 Part 1 & 
September 5 Part 2, 12:30 — 4:30 PM (you must 
attend both classes). Learn about your unique 
spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, 
Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience) and 
take the next step in the ministry exploration 
process. Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto. 
�401 Class, Sunday, August 29, 12:30 — 
4:30PM. Teaches you how to redefine your li fe’s 
mission and how you can live as a witness to 
Christ. Taught by Pastors Daniel Matsuda and 
James Chang. 
Lunch is provided. Register by checking off the 
appropriate box on the back of your Connection 
form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail her 
at: jan@gvbc.net [Class number in subject line]. 

� Labor Day 

Monday, September 6 office closed. 
� Photography 101 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays starting September 8, 
7:00PM, room 113. this is will show you how to use 
your camera. Led by Silvio Carrara. Sign up via the 
church office. 
 

� Christian Financial Management Seminar 
Wednesdays of September 8, 15, 22, and 29, 6:30 — 
7:30PM. Provides  biblical perspective of financial 
management and budgeting. Conducted by David Uratsu. 
Sign up by filling out the flyer in the Narthex or call the 
church office. 

� Teacher Dedication Sunday  
September 12 during both worship services. 

� Primetimers’ 2010 Calendar of Activi ties 
�Glory of Christmas at Crystal Cathedral, Sunday, Dec. 12. 
Cost: $105 (based on 19-28 par ticipants) i ncludes the 
gratuity  to the driver. Please note: price does not i nclude 
dinner. Please eat your dinner prior to boarding the bus. 
We will leave GVBC at 6:00 PM and return at 10:30 PM. 
Payment due: October 24. 
Make checks payable to Gardena Valley  Baptist Church 
[your event title i n subject line]. 
Contact: Keiko or  Richard Imatomi via the church office. 

� Mondays starting Sept. 13 — 
January 10, 2011, 7:00 — 9:00 PM, 
Room 218/220, cost from $249 ( see 
website for enrollment & discount 

options), 15 lessons with dynamic speakers , weekly 
readings , and s tudy. See how the Gospel is 
understood and received by other cultures. Learn how 
this affects our witness  of God’s truth. Learn how to 
use your  gifts , skills, and passions  for God’s glory. 
Contac t Tommy Park at: thomas.y.park@gmail.com 
[Perspectives  in subject line]. Website: 
www.perspectives.org click on “Find a Class.” 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful 

Saturday , September 18. We’ll be working in the wetland 
preserve near South Park on Vermont & Artesia Blvd. Look 
for more info coming soon. 

� Men’s Retreat 

Saturday , September 25 to Sunday, September 26 at 
Victory Ranch. Signups start Sunday, August 22. 

� Cult &  Occults Seminar 
Sunday, September 26, 12:30 — 3:00 PM, room 113. 
Contac t Marianne Matsuda 

� Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) 
� Saturday, October 2, Tijuana 
� Friday , December 17 to Sunday, December 19, San 

Telmo Christmas Mission Trip 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is helpful, but 
not required. 
Contac t Teresa Matsushima via the church office. 

� Special  Congre gati onal  Meeting 
Sunday, October  10, Community Hall , after  second 
service. More i nfo to foll ow. 

� Storytelling Class 
Sunday, November 7, 12:30 — 3:00 PM, room 113. 
Contac t Cyril Nishimoto. 

� Election Meeting Sunday, November 14 
� “A Prodigal  Christmas” Musical 

Saturday, December 4, 11:00AM & 3:00PM, Sanctuary. 
Admission is FREE!  Contact David Cheng 
prodigalchristmas@gmail.com or Susie Shelley 
suzewriter@gmail.com. Check out our  Facebook page at 
“Prodigal Christmas Musical.” 
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Issue 17 will be uploaded to website on Wednesday, September 1. Hard 

copies available on Sunday, September 5 in the Narthex. All articles should be 

submitted by Sunday, August 29. 

 

WANTED for the Next Mexico Mission Trip 

   Save your hotel soap and shampoo 
If you happen to be traveling this summer and want to save your hotel soap and shampoo samples, we 
can use them for the Mexico prison ministry in October and December. 
   Leave them in the church office with my name on them and I will pick them up. The prisoners do not 
have soap or shampoo and would really appreciate the samples. God bless you! 

Teresa Matsushima, for the Mexico Missions treesaw47@sbcglobal.net 

Save the Date:  Special Congregational Meeting on October 10 
   At its monthly meeting on July 6, 2010, the Board of Deacons voted to recommend the 
ordination of Pastor Daniel Matsuda to the congregation. A special congregational meeting 
has been scheduled for Sunday, October 10 at 1:00 PM in the Community Hall. We will be 
assessing Pastor Daniel’s preparation and calling to ordained ministry. If he is approved for 
ordination by GVBC, GVBC will then recommend denominational recognition of his 
ordination by the American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles (ABCLA). 
   Ordination is the recognition by the Lord’s people of the call of an individual to serve as 

Christ’s undershepherd. It is GVBC’s responsibility to determine Pastor Daniel’s worthiness for 
sponsorship and to walk with him through each step of the ordination process. 
   We hope all members will plan to attend this special meeting and support Pastor Daniel’s quest for 
ordination (lunch will be available for purchase — details to follow). Copies of his ordination paper will be 
available on the Narthex counter for your review. 

 

Financial Report 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang — Assis tant Pastor  of Young Adul ts , ext. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christi an Educ. Secretary, ex t. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

�Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45 AM, 
Room 201 
 

Sunday, August 22/Volunteer Recognition 
Pastor Steve Langley 

 
Sunday, August 29 
Youth Sunday 

 
Sunday, September 5/Communion 

Labor Day Weekend 
Advent Conspiracy #1 

 
Sunday, September 12 
Advent Conspiracy #2 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Fax: (310) 768-2783 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


